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18th Annual Baldwin School Ski Trip to 
Pat’s Peak
Sunday, March 3
Join our annual trip to Pat’s Peak, a small 
family mountain resort in Henniker, New 
Hampshire.  Only 90 minutes from 

Cambridge.  The trip is for Baldwin students, their 
families and friends.  Great group rates for lift tickets, 
ski/snowboard rentals and lessons.  
Application forms have been distributed.  Additional 
copies available in the office.  Please return form/
payment by Tuesday, February 26.  For more 
information, please contact Mr. Roderick at 
jroderick@cpsd.us or 617-349-6528.

Baldwin School Math Carnival
Thursday, March 14
For all students and their families.
5:30 – 7:00 p.m. in the Baldwin 
School lower level.
The carnival will be full of booths 
with all sorts of math games! Pizza 
dinner will be available.  
We will be looking for parent volunteers to help run 
math game stations, collect tickets and assist with 
dinner.  Please consider lending a hand.  A sign up 
sheet has been sent home.  Please return to your 
child’s teacher.  

** Attention 5th Grade Families **

Ballroom Dancing Showcase!
Tuesday, March 5
7:00 p.m. in the CRLS Gymnasium
The fifth graders at the Baldwin, Fletcher Maynard, 
Graham and Parks, King, King Open,and Morse  
schools are pleased to announce that they will be 
showcasing their newly acquired Ballroom Dancing 
talents in a Showcase at the Cambridge Rindge and 
Latin High School Gymnasium on Tuesday, March 5.  
The event will be led by professional instructors. The 
night will be fun for all.Come watch or join in!

Rindge Avenue Upper School Information Meeting
Thursday, March 14
Mr. Watson, Head of the Rindge Avenue Upper 
School,  invites you to a Middle School Information 

Meeting on Thursday, March 14.  There will be two 
sessions:  9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.  This will be an 
introduction and overview of the program, schedule, 
and curriculum at the Rindge Avenue Upper Campus.

2013 MCAS Dates
The scheduled date range that the MCAS tests are 
administered to students in grades 3-5:
ELA Composition (grade 4 only) - March 19
- Grade 3:  March 27 & 28
- Grade 4:  March 25 & 26
- Grade 5:  March 21 & 22
Math (grades 3-5) - May 6 - 21

Principal Corner
Two Big Thank Yous!
Thanksgiving is nine months away, but it is an 
appropriate time to send a big thank you to both the 
Art Committee and the Friends of Baldwin.  Already 
this year, the Friends have raised thousands of 
dollars, and used that funding to bring some 
wonderful programs to our students.  Teachers in all 
grades and subjects are able to apply for funding for 
an enrichment; the second and third graders enjoyed 
a visit with a member of the Mashpee Wampanoag 
who enthralled them with stories during November.

The Art Committee and the Friends completely 
funded our marvelous Box City Program that 
captured all of our students' imaginations and turned 
our gymnasium into a scaled down, kids' version of 
Cambridge.  We are in the planning stages of a folk 
concert for the younger grades in April as well.  In 
only their second year of operation, the Friends of 
Baldwin have just received their official tax exempt 
status, which will open up new possibilities for 
fundraising and programs in the future.  We are 
fortunate to have two such dedicated groups of 
parents working closely with our staff to enhance the 
educational opportunities our students can access.  I 
would like to invite any interested parents to contact 
our Family Liaison Susan Tiersch for more information 
on how you can get involved with one of these terrific 
groups.
Nick Leonardos
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How Can I Help My Child Become 
Mathematically Powerful
Estimation Can Help With Solving Math Problems
Math typically depends on precise answers however 
the first step to arriving at those answers is to look at 
the problem and make an “educated guess” or 
estimation.
Give your child frequent opportunities to estimate. 
You can do this by using examples in daily life or by 
asking questions that allow him to estimate the 
answer.  Encourage your child to check their guess 
by working through the problem and then compare to 
the estimate.  
Here are some examples of estimation challenges 
you can give your child:
How many people are sitting in the first two rows?
If you and I both drink two glasses of water a day, 
how many glasses of water would we drink in a 
month?
If you get $20 to rake a yard, how many yards would 
you have to rake to earn $1,000? 

Parenting Children in the Responsive Classroom
For those who missed the parent workshop on 
Parenting Children in the Responsive Classroom, 
these are notes from the power point presentation by 
Dee Shaligram, a child psychiatric fellow from the 
Cambridge Health Alliance.

A Responsive Classroom is a way of teaching that 
emphasizes social, emotional and academic growth 
in a strong and safe school community.  The 
approach consists of practical strategies for helping 
children build academic and social-emotional 
competencies.  Social learning is as important as 
academic learning.  How children learn is as 
important as what they learn.  Parents and guardians 
are partners in a child's education and understanding 
Responsive Classroom may help you at home.

The Responsive Classroom approach has practices 
that are used daily, like morning meeting.  Each 
morning, in a circle, students greet one another, share 
news, engage in a brief, fun activity and review the 
day’s schedule.  This routine helps to build trust and 
may confront small problems before they become 
big.  Students might welcome one another with 
salutations from a foreign language or using sign 
language.  An activity might involve a game of zip-
around, a fun phonetic letter game done in rapid 
succession. Students share weekend plans or 
experiences, or explore topics together before the 
days' lesson begins.  The routine is structured but 
allows for student input and choice. It builds 
community, allows children to learn to wait and listen, 
creates a positive climate for learning and reinforces 
social skills.

The social skills that children need to be successful 
both academically and socially come from the 
acronym CARES - cooperation, assertion, 
responsibility, empathy and self-control.  These skills 
can also be reinforced at home.

Some things parents can do is to help establish a 
structure.  Keep a daily routine, such as a consistent 
bedtime and routine around mealtime.  At family 
dinner, talk about school.  Check in with your child 
about their day.  Ask them to share something that 
made them laugh, something they learned.  Ask them 
to teach you something.  Review the plans for the 
next day.  Structure helps with setting guidelines and 
limits.

Establish expectations.  In school, classrooms come 
up with their classroom rules and expectations 
together.  Do the same at home.  Use those rules as a  
guideline for positive behavior such as respect 
yourself and others, respect the environment, be safe.  
For a child, actions speak louder than words so 
modeling those rules is helpful.  Consequences 
should be respectful, relevant, realistic (do-able) and 
timely.   You can help your child by reminding and 
redirecting them.  Keep your language simple and 
direct.  The three R's of teaching self-control are 
respect, remind and reinforce.  

The social curriculum reinforces expected behavior, 
creates a caring and respectful classroom and helps 
children be self-disciplined.  This creates an 
atmosphere that is critical for learning.  You can find 
more information about Responsive Classroom at 
www.responsiveclassroom.org.

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
★Math Carnival - March 14 
★Movie Night - March 22 
★ Poetry Night - April 11
★Teacher Appreciation Luncheon - May 8
★Annual Art Show - May 23
★Annual Red Sox Game - June 7

Upcoming Events 
February 13, Wednesday! School Advisory Council Meeting
! ! ! 6:00 p.m.
February 15, Friday! All School Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
February 15, Friday! Wear a Word Day
February 18 - 22! ! Winter Break
March 3, Sunday! ! Baldwin Ski Trip
March 5, Tuesday!! Early Release Day
! ! ! School dismissed at 1:00 p.m.
March 5, Tuesday!! Ballroom Dance Showcase
! ! ! Featuring Baldwin Grade 5 
! ! ! students
! ! ! 7:00 p.m.
! ! ! CRLS Gymnasium
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March 14, Thursday! All School Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
March 14, Thursday! Wear a Book Character Day
March 14, Thursday! Math Carnival
! ! ! 6:00 p.m.
March 22, Friday! ! Walk/Ride Day
March 22, Friday! ! Movie Night
! ! ! 5:30 p.m.
March 29, Friday! ! NO SCHOOL - Good Friday
April 11, Thursday!! Poetry Night
April 15 - 19! ! April Break
April 26, Friday! ! Walk/Ride Day
May 8, Wednesday! Early Release Day
! ! ! School dismissed at 1:00 p.m.
May 8, Wednesday! Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
May 23, Thursday!! 9th Annual Baldwin Art Show
May 27, Monday! ! NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day
May 31, Friday! ! Walk/Ride Day
June 7, Friday! ! Annual Red Sox Game
June 21, Friday! ! Last Day of School if no more 
! ! ! snow days

In the District
March 5, Tuesday!! Ballroom Dance Showcase 
! ! ! featuring Baldwin 5th grade 
! ! ! students
! ! ! 7:00 p.m., CRLS Gymnasium
March 6, Wednesday! Title I Bingo Night
! ! ! Morse School
March 6, Wednesday! C-PAC Parent Workshop
! ! ! Behavioral Disabilities Panel 
! ! ! Discussion
! ! ! 6:30 p.m.
! ! ! CRLS
March 7, Thursday!! Summer Camp Night 
! ! ! CRLS Cafeteria
March 21, Thursday! CSAG Meeting
! ! ! 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
! ! ! King Open School, 850 Cambridge
! ! ! Street
! ! ! Topic:  School Climate
April 9, Tuesday! ! All-City Spring Concert
! ! ! 7:00 p.m.
! ! ! CRLS Fitzgerald Theatre

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CHILD

Wrestling for Beginners
Ages 10 - 14
February 25 - April 15
Every Monday, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Cost:  $30 per participant
To sign up, contact Matthew Mahoney at 
617-661-9622 x 703 or mmahoney@cambymca.org

Vacation Week in the Children's Room of the 
Cambridge Public Library
February 19 - 22 at 2:00 p.m. daily for children ages 5 
and up.
- Tuesday, February 19 - Crafts Workshop

- Wednesday, February 20 - Family Movie Afternoon
- Thursday, February 21 - Board Game Bonanza
- Friday, February 22 - Puppet Show

FOR PARENTS

Parent Workshop  with Marta Rivera
Helping the Child Who Is Bullied
Wednesday, February 20
6:30 p.m. at the Cambridge Public Library Lecture 
Hall
Identify warning signs and learn strategies to help 
prevent children from becoming targets or assisting 
children who are already targets.  
Limited free child care is available by advance 
request only by calling 617-349-4038.

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Cambridge Winter Farmers Market
Cambridge Community Center Gymnasium, 5 
Callendar Street
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. running every Saturday 
through April.

Free Public Skating at the Harvard Science Center 
Plaza
Harvard has opened an ice rink location on the plaza 
adjacent to the Science Center on the Cambridge 
Street overpass.  Skating is free.  Skate rentals are 
available.  Rink hours:
Tuesdays - Sundays, 12:00 noon - 9:00 p.m.
Closed on Mondays.

Preschool Daycare Open House 
Kesher Center for Jewish Learning and Culture
Sunday, February 17 
13 Garden Court, Somerville (off Somerville Avenue)
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Kesher "Sprouts" Preschool Daycare (2.9 - 5 years)
You and your children are invited.  
- Diverse and inclusive Jewish environment
- Discovery-based curriculum for multi-age group
- Reggio-Emilia philosophy
- 6:1 maximum student-teacher ratio
- Full-time or part-time, year-round
- Mid-year enrollment based on availability

Harvard University Women's Basketball 
Community Night vs Yale
Saturday, February 23 at 6:00 p.m. at Lavietes 
Pavilion 
Residents of Cambridge receive FREE admission with 
a valid I.D. or proof of residency at the ticket window.  
Wear pink and get a free spin of the Harvard prize 
wheel.

Sports Concussion Clinic
Wednesday, February 27
West Cambridge Russell Youth Center
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
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Children’s Hospital Boston Division of Sports 
Medicine is at the forefront of advocating for greater 
understanding of- and better treatment for- 
concussions and other head injuries sustained during 
athletics.  Recognizing that student-athletes of all 
ages are at elevated risk for concussions, the Division 
has established a Sports Concussion Clinic that 
works with school districts and youth groups across 
Greater Boston to provide screenings and raise 
awareness of concussion symptoms and risk factors.  
Please RSVP to Paul Ryder at 
pryder@cambridgema.gov or 617-349-6229.

West Cambridge Little Baseball League 2013 
Minor League Tryouts
Tryouts for the 2013 Season will be held on Friday, 
March 1 at 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, March 2 at 9:00 
a.m. at the Tobin School Gym.  Choose the date that 
works for you. These tryouts are for boys and girls 
ages 7-12 by April 30th. 

Cambridge Girls Softball League 
Registration and Tryouts
Sunday, March 3 
Frisoli Youth Center, 61 Willow 
Street (behind the King Open 
School)  
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Minor 
League ages 8-11
12:30 - 4:00 p.m. -  Major League 
ages 12 - 15
Bring a glove and birth certificate.  

Registration fees are $55 first child, $45 second child 
and $35 for the third.  For more information contact 
Paul DelVecchio 617-492-2013 or email at 
cambridgegirlssoftball@gmail.com  

Camp information Night
Thursday, March 7
6:30-8:30 p.m. at Cambridge 
Rindge and Latin School, Main 
Cafeteria.
Representatives from many 
different camps are on hand to 
answer questions.

East Cambridge LIttle Baseball League Tryouts 
and Registration
Saturday, March 9, 9:00 a.m. at the Frisoli Center, 61 
Willow Street.  
You may also register for Farm League and Tee Ball.

No Parking
You may have noticed that along Oxford Street, there 
are newly installed No Parking signs.  Please be sure 
to look at the signs to ensure you do not park in a no 
parking zone.

Mayor Davis, Deputy Superintendent Dr. Turk, School 
Committee member Patty Nolan with Lila, Coco and 
Junee standing at City Hall.

Baldwin School Library Super Heroes!
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