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Principal Corner
Academic Choice Project
During the past month, our staff has been busy 
planning for our Academic Choice Project, which will 
culminate with a series of Morning Showcases and a 
Museum Night during the last week of January.  
Academic Choice is a component of Responsive 
Classroom, and is a focus for our staff professional 
development this year.  It involves the notion of giving 
students targeted choices around what they learn and 
how they share their learning, and is designed to raise 
student engagement and achievement.

Our teachers have enjoyed working together to 
develop plans for the project, how to make it 
rigorous, and how to encourage critical thinking and 
deeper learning.  We are seeking to engage our 
students in all grades in asking Essential Questions, 
and then working together to find thorough answers.  
The timeframe involves Launch and Research during 
November and December, while January is dedicated 
towards each student choosing from a Product Menu 
to share their learning.  The products that students 
make will be done 100% in school, which we hope 
parents will appreciate, while research, reading, and 
discovering can happen anywhere, and we 
encourage parents to ask their child questions in the 
coming weeks about this work. 

Ms. Martinez will also undertake a large scale mural 
with all grades that celebrates the process of learning 
that students experience.  Ms. Kugel and Mr. Wood 
are connecting the Lab and Library into the project as 
well, gathering resources and planning with teachers.  
It's an exciting process that we hope you will be 
excited by as well.

We will be scheduling a Morning Showcase in each of 
our JK-5 classrooms the last week of January, where 
parents will come in and be an audience for each 
child's short presentation and reflection.  We have 
decided to make these showcases food-free so that 
the focus is on the work and the sharing.  Thursday, 
January 30th will be Baldwin School Museum Night, 
where families can come to school and tour the 
building to see the learning on display, and also to 
see the mural created by all Baldwin students, which 

we are planning to install in our library.  Stay in touch 
with your child's teacher (and your child of course) for 
more details.

Nick Leonardos
Principal

Academic Choice Project Topics by Grade
Grade 5 - Aztecs, Incas and Mayans
Grade 4 - Social Action
Grade 3 - Cambridge
Grade 2 - Animals
Grade 1 - Weather
K217 - Lions
K104 - Living Things
K102 & K215 - Tide Pools

News from the Art Room
The 4th grade students are exploring what they can 
do with wire after looking at a variety of wire art.  They 
focused on works by Alexander Calder as well as 
examples made with the 3Doodler, the world’s first 3D 
printing pen made by Wobbleworks, LLC.  You can 
see some of the work on display in the lobby case 
and in the front stairwell windows.  Photos of a 
sampling of their work on the last page.

Students in 1st grade are exploring texture as well as 
different ways to turn a flag shape into a 3-
dimensional one.  
Their work can be 
found in the first 
landing of the 
back stairwell and 
a photo on the 
back page

This is a sample 
of work done by 
our 5th grade 
students.    They 
have been 
working hard 
sewing!  Their 
work is on display 
in the main office.
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Chess Club News
 from Ruth Rogers, Baldwin parent and Chess Club 
Leader
This year chess club is more popular than ever with 
an amazing turnout of students.   This year we have a 
chess coach, Leonid Chindelevitch. He has had a 
chance to watch all the students play to get a sense 
of how much chess they know.  He is planning a 
competition for later in the year. We are delighted to 
have Michael Rabieh (Sam and Abigail’s father) 
assisting the group. 

Congratulations!
Congratulations to 
Meaghan and Andrew 
Miller on their beautiful 
little girl, Emma Grace!  
Emma was born on No-
vember 12 and weighed 
in at 9 lb. 2.2 oz. and 21 inches long. Mom and baby 
are doing great! 

Thank you!
Thank you to our generous community, 
the Baldwin School donated $398.02 
to Unicef!

Giving Thanks
It is the time to year to celebrate by giving thanks.  
With gratitude to our parent partners who give to our 
school community in SO many ways!  To 

our mystery readers,
our snack bringers,
our chess club teachers,
our Scratch club leaders,
our STEM club advisors,
our pizza slingers,
our potluck food makers,
our pumpkin sellers, 
our discount card go-getters,
our bread day coordinators,
our art supply suppliers, 
our classroom helpers,
our classroom parents,
our sharing experts, 
our art committee crew,
our bow makers,
our wreath decorators,
our bake sale bakers,
our Friends of allies,
our popsicle party planners,
our welcome committee greeters,
our school council members,
our CSAG reps,
our Box Top donators,
and our Box Top coordinators.

We are grateful for all you do and all the ways you 
support children's learning any way, any time.  
Thank you!

ATTENTION PARENTS ...

Do you have a child that will be ready for 
Kindergarten for the 2014-2015 school year? 
Any child who will be four years old on or before 
March 31, 2014 is eligible to enter kindergarten in 
September 2014. Please contact Susan and she will 
make sure you receive the Kindergarten registration 
packet. 617-349-4377 or stiersch@cpsd.us.
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Cold & Snowy Weather
The cold weather is here.  All students should be 
dressed appropriately for the weather.  Students are 
expected to participate in outside recess.  Please 
label your child's clothing.  If misplaced, we will be 
able to get it back to you.   If your child is in need of 
winter outerwear, please contact Susan or Ellen.

CORI Checks
The Cambridge Public Schools seeks to provide a 
safe learning environment for its students.  It is the 
policy of the Cambridge Public Schools that all 
individuals who may have direct contact with children 
be CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information)
checked every year.  This is done by filling out a CORI 
form and bringing the completed form, along with 
your driver’s license, to Betty in the main office.  If 
you plan on going on any field trips, thinking about 
being a chaperone on the end of year overnight trips 
(grades 2-5) or if you will be helping out in the 
classroom, you need to fill out the form.  Once you 
have submitted the form you are all set to volunteer in 
the classroom.  
Medical Alert from the Transportation Department
It is very important that you inform your bus driver 
and monitor of any medical conditions your child has 
that may need to be addressed while riding the 
school bus.  All students requiring an EPI-pen must 
carry the pen in the front pouch of their back pack 
and the driver and monitor must be informed that the 
student has an allergy that may require them to 
administrate the use of the pen.
If you have any questions or concerns with sharing 
this information you can contact the Transportation 
Office at 617-349-6862.
Thank you for allowing us to transport your child in 
the safest way possible.
Tina Fisher 
Transportation Supervisor

News from the Garden
We are nearly finished with "putting the garden to 
bed" for the winter, thanks to help from our students!  
In recent weeks, we have pulled up our summer and 
fall crops, planted garlic and winter rye, and mulched 
the garden beds with hay and leaves. Several classes  
have been instrumental in helping to get the garden 
ready for winter, including Mrs. O'Leary's 
kindergarten class, and Mr.O'Connor's and Ms. 
Gibson-Mueller's first grade classrooms.   I was able 
to visit Mrs. O'Leary's class during their morning 
meeting to discuss how I use math in the garden -- 
the students and I counted tomatoes and tools, 
measured stakes and distance between bean seeds, 
and talked about the geometric shapes we use for 
our garden beds.  Ms. Della Calce's kindergarteners 

also visited the garden early in November to work on 
a scavenger hunt and help with garden maintenance.
I am off from December through the end of March.  
Thank you for a wonderful autumn in the garden.  
Spring will be here soon. 
Meg Giuliano
CitySprouts Garden Coordinator

COMING UP AT THE BALDWIN  ...

- Annual Wreath Sale
Monday, December 2 - Friday, December 6

- Book Fair
  December 16 - 19 

- Movie Night
January 10

- Principal Coffee
January 16

- Baldwin School Museum Night
January 30

BALDWIN CALENDAR
November 27, Wednesday! Early Release Day
! ! ! School dismissed at 12:55 p.m.
November 27, Wednesday! Spirit Day - 
! ! ! Wear your Baldwin Gear / Green
November 27, Wednesday! All-School Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
November 28, Thursday! NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving 
November 29, Friday! NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving
December 2, Monday! Start of the Annual Wreath Sale
! ! ! Runs through December 6
December 6, Friday! Friends of Baldwin Meeting
! ! ! 9:00 a.m.
December 11, Wednesday! Baldwin School Council
! ! ! Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
December 16, Monday - ! Book Fair in the Library
  December 19, Thursday
December 17, Tuesday! Hat Day
December 17, Tuesday! All-School Meeting, 2:15 p.m.
December 23, Monday - ! NO SCHOOL - Winter Break
  January 1, Wednesday
January 10, Friday!! Movie Night
! ! ! Summer Camp Scholarship 
! ! ! Fundraiser
January 16, Thursday! Principal Coffee
January 20, Monday! NO SCHOOL - Dr. Martin Luther
! ! !  King Jr. Holiday
January 30, Thursday! Museum Night
February 28, Friday! Movie Night
! ! ! Summer Camp Scholarship 
! ! ! Fundraiser
March 13, Thursday!Math Carnival
April 10, Thursday!! Poetry Night
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IN THE DISTRICT

Cambridge Rindge and Latin School 
Department of Visual and Performing Arts presents 
Ragtime, the Musical
Performances dates:
December 
5th, Thursday, at 7:00 p.m. 
6th, Friday, at 7:00 p.m.
7th, Saturday, at 2:00 p.m. (Matinee) and 7:00 p.m.
8th, Sunday, at 2:00 p.m. (Matinee).
All tickets are $5.00, General Seating
Here is the link to the online ticket sales website. 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/crls-musical-2013-rag-ti
me-tickets-9204018467?aff=eorg
(Tickets from 
online sales will 
be held at the 
door, there will 
be a processing 
fee.)

Title I presents 
Family Game Night for CPS families with children in 
grades K-5
Tuesday, December 10
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Morse School, 40 Granite Street
Games that will help your child learn literacy and 
math skills as well as build family communication.

C-PAC Meeting
Wednesday, December 11
6:30 p.m at CRLS
Shut Up About Your Perfect Kid!
Authors Gina Gallagher and Patricia Kanjoian will talk 
about their personal stories of imperfect parenting 
and the movement of imperfection.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CHILD

Annual Kids Only Holiday Sale 
Calling all kids! Come to this December’s Kids Only 
Holiday Sale to buy fun and inexpensive gifts for your 
family and friends. 
Wednesday to Friday, December 4 to 6 and Monday 
to Tuesday, December 9 & 10th, 3:00-6:00 p.m.
Maud Morgan Arts, 3D Studio, 1st Floor, 20A 
Sacramento Street.

OPPORTUNITY FOR ADULTS

Cambridge Community Free Yoga
Free for all residents of Cambridge, weekly 60 minute 
classes.
Every Friday at 6:30 p.m.
Sheila Russell Youth & Community Center
680 Huron Avenue (across from the Golf Course)
Class dates:  November  22 (no class on the 29) 
December 6, 13 & 20.

Classes are slower moving vinyasa style (linking 
breath and movement) with a focus on alignment.  
Please bring a small towel, water and mat (if you have 
one).  If you have any questions, please contact 
Jennifer Miles 617-501-4402.

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Agassiz Baldwin Community 42nd Annual 
Thanksgiving Potluck Feast
Tuesday, November 26
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Baldwin School Cafeteria.

16th Annual FAT Chain Reaction (Friday After 
Thanksgiving)
Friday, November 29
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
See this Rube Goldberg machine, assisted by teams 
and participants who range from families to Girl Scout 
troops to artists and engineers. Spectators can meet 
the teams, and engage in hands-on activities while 
waiting for the magic moment when all the machines 
are linked up to set off a chain reaction with a 
surprise ending.

Jose Mateo's Nutcracker in Cambridge
See fellow Baldwin students Madeline Nohrnberg and 
Maya Rosen!  They will play mice in the cast on 
Saturday December 7, at 2:00, and Sunday, 
December 15, at 2:00. 
The Sanctuary Theatre, 400 Harvard Street

New Zealand Youth Choir
Monday, December 2
7:30 p.m., First Church in Cambridge, 11 Garden 
Street
55 singers ages 18 - 25 will present music by Britten, 
Tippett, Howells, Schumann, and prominent New 
Zealand composers. Hosted by Boston City Singers.
Suggested donation: $10 per person/$20 per family 
to support Boston City Singers’ and Cambridge 
Children's Chorus Scholarship Fund.

Cambridge’s fourth annual Many Helping Hands 
MLK Day of Service
January 20, 2014
795 Massachusetts Avenue, Central Square.
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Help make scarves and blankets for homeless men, 
women and children, Valentine cards for shut-in 
elders, bookmarks for students in adult literacy 
programs, emergency room activity kits for children 
waiting in hospital emergency rooms, and collecting 
and sorting cans of food, winter clothing, toiletries 
and children’s books, and much much more. Free! 
Children and families encouraged to attend. 
Register to help at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/
many-helping-hands-4th-annual-cambridge-mlk-day-
of-service-2014-tickets-8748415747?aff=eorg
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Grade 1 Art

Grade 4 Wire Art

Grade 5 
Sewing 
Project:

Parents in the Classroom
Mystery Reader Josh reads to K104.
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From Sara-Jane Rogers, Literacy Coach
The Common Core Standards in Reading 
place a new emphasis on reading nonfiction 
text. Nonfiction reading provides students 
in all grades with opportunities to build 
their content knowledge, vocabulary, and 
expand their view of the world. Since chil-
dren have a natural curiosity about the 
world around them, reading nonfiction text 
is a great way to extend their curiosity and 
grow stronger as readers. Possible topics 
to explore include, but are not limited to, 
science, history, the arts, famous people 
and places, and the way things work. 

Unlike fiction, nonfiction text does not 
have to be read from beginning to end. 
Students learn to navigate the special fea-
tures of nonfiction text, such as the table 
of contents, glossary, index, headings, dia-
grams and captions to find the information 
that is of interest to them. 

The publishing of wonderful, high-quality 
nonfiction books for children has increased 
tremendously over the past few years. The 
Baldwin School library, as well as the Cam-
bridge Public Library, has many terrific 
nonfiction books from which to choose. A 
few recommended authors to get you 

started are below.  Here’s to making new dis-
coveries through nonfiction reading!

For younger readers: 
Nic Bishop, Nicola Davies, Camilla de la Bedoy-
ere, Gail Gibbons, Bruce McMillan, 
For older readers: 
David Adler, Jason Chin, Sneed B. Collard, 
Jean Fritz, Steve Jenkins, Seymour Simon, 
Melissa Stewart

More photos from Chess Club
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