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The Baldwin Broadside
  Baldwin Museum Morning - February 25!   
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Baldwin Museum Morning
Baldwin Museum Morning is the culminating event of 
our Academic Choice Project work.  This will be on 
Tuesday February 25 in the library and 4th floor.  
Parents and community are invited to see the projects  
of all students and for the unveiling of the mural 
starting at 8:40 a.m. on the fourth floor.  Take a walk 
through the Baldwin Museum.  The students will have 
scheduled opportunities to view the installation and 
museum pieces later that morning.   Please plan to 
join us that morning.  We look forward to seeing you.

Academic Choice Projects - 
Showcase Mornings
Thank you to the families who came 
to the Showcase Mornings to hear 
the academic choice project 
presentations of the students. Each 
class not only chose their topic, 
they chose how they would present 
to their families.  

What is academic choice?  A way to make learning 
engaging and having the student take ownership of 
their learning.  This school wide academic choice 
project builds on a child's natural curiosity, allowing 
the child to take ownership of their learning, and 
teaches skills necessary for independent learning that 
builds on the social skills essential to a community of 
learners by sharing ideas and working collaboratively.  

Our families got to see the meaningful learning that 
took place.  Students not only talked about their 
topic, but discussed their experience and how they 
learned about their topic.  

Our fourth grade students decided on social justice 
topics.  In the process of choosing a topic to 
research, the students had to decide on the type of 
media in which to share their project.  They decided 
on a presentation tool, Prezi.  Neither Ms. Frazier nor 
Ms. Berk knew how Prezi worked.  So the students 
took it on, worked together, and with a great deal of 
care and effort, they taught themselves how to use 
Prezi.  Their presentations were inspiring.  

Ms. DellaCalce's kindergarten class decided to study 
Peregrine Falcons.  In their study, they learned many 
facts about falcons.  They started their study inviting 
a bird expert to their classroom.  Each student 
wanted to learn different facts about falcons and 
shared what they learned in many ways.  Some 
students wrote a song and choreographed a dance 
working with Ms. Ankuda.  Students created a map 
showing the migration of the falcons.  Some wrote a 
poem about saving the falcons.  Some students 
created a model scrape and building, the Whitehead 
Institute, MIT.  They created falcons models.  They 
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did storytelling / story acting with Suzette in the 
costumes they made.  Parents helped in many ways, 
sharing information, videotaping the students, helping 
in the classroom with their projects and coming to 
see their final work.  
Facts about falcons from K217:
Falcons stay warm by fluffing up their feathers and 
standing on one foot, making air pockets to keep 
themselves warm.  They dive down fast to catch their 
prey.  They eat pigeons and black ducks.  Falcons are 
banded to track them.  They migrate from the Arctic 
to Chile.  A scrape is what their nest is called and 
they are different that other birds’ nests.  When 
babies are born, they are fluffy and white.  Their lungs 
are big because they fly so high.  Female falcons are 
larger than male falcons.  Each student was asked 
what they are proud of.  One student said it is a 
happy day, we learned a lot, it was kind of hard, it 
was hard writing some of the words but it was fun.
Falcon Time - Poem
One by one by one
the falcon babies died
from the chemicals
the people said
stop using the chemicals
the farmers stopped
the falcons started to come back
one by one by one
some falcons are here
but not all.

The third grade students studied Cambridge.  Their 
work will be highlighted in the next volume of the 
Broadside, but here is a preview:

Harvard’s Rap 
by Henry Rogers, grade 3
Harvard University started with only 400 books.  It’s 
grown so big now its bigger than it looks!  Reverend 
Henry Dunster was appointed first president of 
Harvard.  Twenty-nine year old John Warren was 

appointed first professor of astronomy and surgery at 
the medical school of nursery.  John Sassamon 
became the first Native American to study at Harvard.  
Harvard celebrates it’s 300th year with president 
Franklin D. Roosevelt.  JFK graduates from Harvard in 
the United States!  Helen Keller is the first known 
woman to get a honorary degree at this awesome 
University!  U.S. president George W. Bush graduates 
from school with his business degree:)

Ballroom Dancing
Do you know where the Waltz originated?  How about 
the Merengue?  Ask any fifth grade student ... they 
are learning all about different dances in preparation 
for their Ballroom Dance Showcase in early March 
(date to be announced soon).  What a tremendous 
way to spend Physical Education class ... dancing!  
Learning all different types of dancing from a dance 
professional.
Ballroom Dancing is part of the fifth grade Physical 
Education curriculum. Each year the fifth grade 
students from the district take part in this incredible 
unit, dancing for eight weeks.  Zeke, a professional 
dance instructor returns to the Baldwin this year and 
collaborates with Mr. Gladu during P.E. class.  The 
students learn the waltz, merengue, tango, and salsa.  
Mr. Gladu talked about the progress the students 
have made so far this year.  The students are 
catching on right away.  They are working hard and 
taking it very seriously while also having a great time.  
They are very respectful and polite with each other.  
Not only are they learning the dance steps, they are 
working so well together as a team and building self-
confidence.  Each year, as is expected, the students 
are a bit awkward and nervous about the physical 
closeness.  During class, they constantly move to a 
new partner.  Their comfort level changed quickly and 
they are all at ease dancing with each other.  The 
camaraderie of this group is amazing.  Because they 
have caught on so quickly, they will learn more 
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dances and will also do group dances such as the 
Cha Cha Slide.  
When the date of the Ballroom Dance Showcase is 
announced, mark your calendar.  It is an impressive 
event, not to be missed.

Young Artists Artwork by Cambridge Public 
School Students
Cambridge Multicultural Arts Center
41 Second Street
Reception Date: Thursday, February 6, 4:00 - 7:00 
p.m.  
Exhibition running from Monday, February 3 - Friday, 
March 28,
The Multicultural Arts Center gladly welcomes back 
the talented students of Cambridge Public Schools 
and we invite you to view their artwork from the 
2013/2014 school year! The works will vary in subject 
matter and medium and are a lovely visual 
representation of the amazing artistic variety of the 
Cambridge Public School students as well as the 
dedication of their teachers.  
Baldwin artwork includes work from our 5th grade 
students, Avani, Lara, Thomas, Rayhaan, Gabriel, 
and Grace, and from our 2nd grade students Amaya, 
Keira and Rabia. 

Math Works at Baldwin!
from Ben Geiger, Math Coach

The Truth Behind the Equal Sign
What does this “=” mean?   Not surprisingly to most 
elementary school children this sign means, “the 
answer is what comes next.”  Recently in first grade 
classroom, children debated whether or not “7=7” 
was true or false.   I began the debate by asking 
them, “Is it true that seven equals seven?”  Many 
giggled and said of course.   I then wrote “7=7” on 
the whiteboard and said is this true?   More than half 
said no.  When asked they said, “Because nothing 
happens to the seven.  It just stays the same so that 
equation can’t be true.”  The equal sign is a symbol 
that means the values on either side are the same.    
An understanding of equality and the ability to see the 
equal sign as “the same as” is critical to successful 
algebraic thinking.    
 Lately children in grades one through three 
have been playing with the meaning of the equal sign.   
Third grades have looked at equations with multiple 
equal signs and had to fill in equation or expressions 
to make all sides of each equal sign maintain the 
same value.  For example, 6X4=4X4 
+______________= __________ groups of 4= 24.   First 
and second graders have used scales to create 
“balanced equations,” like, 5+6=7+4.   You can help 
your student at home by playing the “True or False” 
game.   Write and equation on piece of paper and ask 

your child whether it’s true or false.  Try 9=12-3?   Ask 
your child to write some for you.  If you create untrue 
equations, see if your child can add something to 
make it true.

Math Problem of the Month for Families
January’s problem comes from a first grader, Gemma 
Shor.   After reading the fable, One Grain of Rice, 
Gemma wondered if the arithmetic in the story was 
really true--just what we want our mathematicians to 
do, ask questions and try to figure out a solution.  So 
Gemma began doing the math.   You can do the 
same.  Here’s the question, “How many grains of rice 
would you end up with if you doubled 1 grain 
everyday for 30 days?”   1+1=2, 2+2=4, 4+4=8, etc.   
Estimate first and the find the actual amount.  
Gemma’s handwritten problem is attached to the 
newsletter.  Happy adding.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
19th Annual Baldwin School Ski Trip to Pat's Peak
Sunday, March 2
Join our annual trip to Pat's Peak, a 
small family mountain resort in 
Henniker, New Hampshire.  90 
minutes from Cambridge.  This trip 
is for Baldwin School students, 
their families and neighbors.
Discounted group rates for lift 
tickets, rentals and lessons.  Enjoy 
a day on the slopes with your 
friends.
Application forms are available in the main office and 
were sent home electronically.
Forms due back to the office by February 25.

2014 MCAS Dates 
MCAS tests are administered in the spring for 
students in grades 3-5. This is the schedule by grade 
for Baldwin students:
ELA (English Language Arts) Schedule
- Grade 3 -
Tuesday, March 25 and Thursday, March 27
- Grade 4 -
Composition:  Tuesday, March 18
ELA:  Monday, March 24 and Friday, March 28
- Grade 5 -
Wednesday, March 19 and Friday, March 21

Math Schedule
- Grade 3 -
Tuesday, May 13 and Friday, May 16
- Grade 4 -
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Tuesday, May 13 and Thursday, May 15
- Grade 5 -
Math:  Tuesday, May 6 and Thursday, May 8
Science:  Monday, May 12 and Thursday, May 15

From	  Sara-‐Jane	  Rogers,	  Literacy	  Coach
Word	  Consciousness

Students	  who	  do	  well	  with	  understanding	  what	  
they	  read	  (comprehension)	  are	  those	  who	  know	  
a	  lot	  about	  words	  (vocabulary).	  Talking	  to	  and	  
reading	  with	  your	  child	  are	  important	  ways	  in	  
which	  you	  can	  help	  grow	  your	  child’s	  vocabulary.	  
The	  goal	  at	  school	  and	  at	  home	  is	  to	  foster	  word	  
consciousness,	  an	  awareness	  and	  interest	  in	  
words.
One	  specific	  way	  to	  support	  your	  child’s	  
vocabulary	  development	  is	  by	  calling	  aCenDon	  to	  
words	  that	  have	  more	  than	  one	  meaning.	  As	  you	  
read	  a	  book	  or	  have	  a	  conversaDon	  with	  your	  
child,	  ask	  about	  the	  different	  meanings	  for	  words 	  
such	  as	  bark	  (the	  sound	  a	  dog	  makes	  and	  the	  
covering	  of	  a	  tree)	  and	  drop	  (drop	  something	  on	  
the	  ground	  and	  a	  drop	  of	  rain).	  Challenge	  your	  
child	  to	  think	  of	  more	  “mulDple	  meaning	  words.”	  
Younger	  children	  may	  enjoy	  making	  a	  picture	  to	  
show	  the	  different	  meanings	  for	  a	  word.
Another	  fun	  way	  to	  support	  your	  child’s	  
vocabulary	  development	  is	  by	  playing	  a	  game	  
called	  “List	  of	  Ten”.	  Think	  of	  a	  category	  such	  as	  
fruit,	  sports,	  states,	  colors,	  clothing,	  ice	  cream	  
flavors,	  etc.	  Work	  together	  to	  think	  of	  ten	  words	  
that	  belong	  in	  the	  category.	  For	  example,	  if	  the	  

category	  is	  animals,	  the	  goal	  is	  to	  think	  of	  ten	  
different	  animals.	  For	  an	  extra	  challenge,	  set	  a	  
Dmer	  and	  see	  how	  quickly	  you	  can	  make	  your	  
“List	  of	  Ten”	  or	  aim	  for	  an	  even	  higher	  number	  of	  
words	  in	  the	  category.
Find	  opportuniDes	  to	  have	  conversaDons	  with	  
your	  child	  about	  interesDng	  words,	  be	  it	  during	  a	  
trip	  in	  the	  car	  or	  at	  the	  dinner	  table.	  Look	  for	  
interesDng	  words	  in	  the	  books	  you	  read	  aloud	  to	  
your	  child.	  Choose	  only	  a	  few	  words	  to	  discuss	  to	  
keep	  it	  fun	  and	  lively.	  The	  following	  Dps	  from	  
Reading	  Rockets	  (hCp://
www.readingrockets.org/arDcle/32444)	  provide	  a	  
helpful	  way	  to	  learn	  new	  words	  and	  foster	  word	  
consciousness	  in	  your	  child.
First,	  provide	  a	  simple,	  kid-‐friendly	  defini6on	  for	  
the	  new	  word:
Enormous	  means	  that	  something	  is	  really,	  really	  
big.	  
Second,	  provide	  a	  simple,	  kid-‐friendly	  example	  
that	  makes	  sense	  within	  their	  daily	  life:
Remember	  that	  really	  big	  watermelon	  we	  got	  at	  
the	  grocery	  store?	  That	  was	  an	  enormous	  
watermelon!	  
Third,	  encourage	  your	  child	  to	  develop	  their	  
own	  example:
What	  enormous	  thing	  can	  you	  think	  of?	  Can	  you	  
think	  of	  something	  really	  big	  that	  you	  saw	  today?	  
That's	  right!	  The	  bulldozer	  near	  the	  park	  was	  
enormous!	  Those	  Ires	  were	  huge.	  
Lastly,	  keep	  your	  new	  words	  ac6ve	  within	  your	  
house.
Over	  the	  next	  few	  days	  and	  weeks,	  take	  
advantage	  of	  opportuniIes	  to	  use	  each	  new	  
vocabulary	  word	  in	  conversaIon.	  

February is National Children’s Dental Health 
Month! 
Did you know that dental decay is the most prevalent 
chronic childhood disease – 5 times more common 
than asthma? It is almost entirely preventable, with a 
few simple measures. 
The top 3 tips for families are: 
   1) brush twice a day, 
   2) drink tap water (not bottled water) to benefit from 
fluoride, and 
   3) see your dentist twice a year. 
During February, children in Grades K-4 are invited to 
participate in a "Healthy Smiles" art contest to enter 
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in a drawing for an electric toothbrush. Look for a 
flyer in your child's backpack, or contact 
jlefevre@challiance.org to request one. Healthy Smiles 
is a program of the Cambridge Public Health 
Department.

BALDWIN CALENDAR
February 7, Friday!! Friends of Baldwin Meeting
! ! ! 9:00 a.m.
February 10, Monday! Report cards will be sent home
February 11, Tuesday! All-School Meeting, 2:15 p.m.
February 17 - 21! ! February Break
February 25, Tuesday! Baldwin Museum Morning
! ! ! 8:40 - 9:15 a.m.
! ! ! fourth floor
February 28, Friday! Pizza & Movie Night
! ! ! Summer Camp Scholarship 
! ! ! Fundraiser
March 2, Sunday! ! Pat’s Peak Ski Trip
March 11, Tuesday! Early Release Day
! ! ! School dismissed at 1:00 p.m.
March 11, Tuesday! 5th Grade Chorus in “The Big 
! ! ! Sing”
! ! ! 6:30 p.m.
! ! ! St. Cecilia Parish, Boston
March 13, Thursday!Math Carnival
April 10, Thursday!! Poetry Night

IN THE DISTRICT

How to Form Effective K-8 Parent-Teacher 
Partnerships Workshop
Thursday, February 6
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Area IV Youth Center, 243 Harvard Street
Childcare and light refreshments will be provided.
Organized by the Academic Challenge and 
Enrichment Office
- Role play how to respond to common situations 
faced by advanced learners
- Share ideas and experiences with other parents
- Facilitated discussion by grade level with CPS staff

21st Annual Summer Resource/Camp Information 
Night 
Wednesday, March 5 
(Snow date Wednesday, March 12)
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Cambridge Rindge and Latin School  
459 Broadway, Main Cafeteria
Come meet with representatives for Cambridge 
Community Schools, inclusive camps and other 
private and public camps, including programs for 
children with special needs.
Entertainment and art activities for children.

Light supper provided.  Parking is available in the 
school garage.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CHILD

2014 Basketball Offensive Skills Clinic
Held @ Fidelity House and Arlington Catholic High 
School during February Break
February 18, 19 & 20 
Clinic will be divided into skills and games. Clinic will 
be made up of kids having fun and still learning all the 
skills of dribbling, all aspects of shooting, and 
individual moves. Games of three on three, one on 
one, five on five, and hot shot will be played.
For boys and girls ages 6-14 	
Morning Session 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Registration will be done on a first come first serve 
basis and is limited to approximately 30 participants. 
Walk in registration will be allowed if clinic is not filled. 
Please contact Jim Edgehill, Tomorrow’s Stars
email: starsbbpride@yahoo.com   
 www.starsbb.com
$100 for the session.  Includes a tee shirt or ball  

Swim Lessons at the Cambridge YMCA
Classes meet February 22 through April 18.  
Registration begins February 3.
Cost $105 for 8 weeks.
For more information please see website at 
cambridgeymca.org or call 617-661-9622 x 702.

North Cambridge Family Opera 
Now recruiting children and adults to sing:  Powers of 
Ten, a science oratorio exploring the scales of the 
universe from sub-atomic to cosmic.  
    - Anyone age 5 and older can participate.
    - Children ages 5 to 11 require a participating adult.
Rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
at the Peabody School, 70 Rindge Avenue.
    - Open rehearsals and registration:
            Tuesday January 28, 2014, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
            Tuesday February 4, 2014, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
There will be two performances scheduled for the last 
weekend of school vacation week:
- Saturday April 26 at 3:00 p.m. at the Peabody 
School.
- Sunday April 27 at 5:00 p.m at the Museum of 
Science.  
Please call Carla at 617-661-0479 or e-mail 
Festival2014@FamilyOpera.org if you'd like more 
information.

OPPORTUNITY FOR ADULTS

Cambridge Community Free Yoga
Free for all residents of Cambridge, weekly 60 minute 
classes.
Every Friday at 6:30 p.m.
Sheila Russell Youth & Community Center
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680 Huron Avenue (across from the Golf Course)
Class dates:   February 7, 14 & 28
	          March 7, 14, 21 & 28
Classes are slower moving vinyasa style (linking 
breath and movement) with a focus on alignment.  
Please bring a small towel, water and mat (if you have 
one).  Attend those you can make.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Jennifer Miles 
617-501-4402.

Free Bicycle Workshops for Cambridge Residents 
The City of Cambridge proudly presents our free 
bicycle basics workshop series with MassBike!
February 11 - Winter Cycling, 7:00 p.m. 
  (344 Broadway, 2nd Floor)
February 12 - Urban Cycling Basics, 12:00 p.m.
   (Main Library)
March 11 - Bike Maintenance Basics, 7:00 p.m.
   (344 Broadway)
April 30 - Urban Cycling Basics/Hubway, 7:00 p.m.
   (Main Library)
May 10 - On-Bike Training, 2:00 p.m.
   (Alewife Bike Cage)
Please RSVP to Jennifer Lawrence, 
jlawrence@cambridgema.gov, 617/349-4671.

Share Your Passion for Technology
Volunteer at the Computer Lounge near Harvard and 
Porter Squares.  Share Your Skills: 
- Computer literate and familiar with Mac, PC, tablet 
and smartphone technologies
- Friendly and enthusiastic with some teaching 
experience 
- Sensitive to people of diverse backgrounds and 
abilities
- Can commit to volunteering once per week
Learn how you can make a difference in the lives of 
your neighbors, please contact Colin Barr at 
617-349-6287 x 21 or cbarr@agassiz.org

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Let the Public Play
CAC Gallery at the Cambridge Arts Council
City Hall Annex, 344 Broadway, 2nd Floor
The Cambridge Arts Council invites to envision a 
more playful city.  Play is fundamental to human 
development and helps build strong communities.  
Let the Public Play is a participatory exhibition, an 
invitation to take play seriously, where you play with 
ramps, ball runs, water drawing and 40,000 paper 
clips.
The public is invited to play at the Cambridge Arts 
Council gallery. The exhibit runs through June 20. 
CAC Gallery Hours
Monday - 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday - 8:30am to 
5:00pm

Friday - 8:30 a.m. to Noon

Cambridge Winter Farmer’s Market
Every Saturday, January 4 through April
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
Cambridge Community Center
5 Callender Street  (just outside of Central Square)

Sister to Sister: Community Conversations
Exploring Health Issues Affecting Black Women with 
Health Care Experts of Color
Sunday, February 9, 2014  2pm - 4pm  
Blended Families: Can't We All Just Get Along
Simply Erinn's Unisex Salon, 268 Brookline Street

Report Cards will be sent home on Monday, 
February 10. 

Whitehead Institute, MIT and falcon babies

Families of K217 at the Morning Showcase
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