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STEM Fair
Thank you to the wonderful efforts of our Math Coach 
Ben Geiger, parents volunteers from the STEM Club 
and our student STEM ambassadors, the STEM Fair 
hosted on November 21 was educational and lots of 
fun.  Several stations of activities were set up for 
students to try their hand at including Boat’s Afloat, 
Tongue Depressor Harmonicas, Paper Bridges, Hoop 
Glider, Flinker, Motion Picture and Cup Towers.
Special thanks to parents Lauren, John, Jon, Joan, 
Julian, Yih-hsien, Kyle, Tito, Todd, Gina, Diana, Chris, 
Omi, Shawna, Edward, Laura, Catherine, Mary-
Margaret, Jenny, Melinda, Melissa, Andrea, Harlan, 
Sonya, Lauren, Michele and Emily and to Ms. Powers 
and Ms. Martinez.
If you missed the event and want to try an activity at 
home, follow these instructions to make a Hoop 
Glider: 
All you need is paper, ruler, scissors, pencil, tape and 
a non-bendable, plastic drinking straw.
- Cut two strips of paper.
- Make one strip 1 inch wide and 5 inches long.
- Make the second strip 1 inch wide and 10 inches 

long.
- Curl each paper strip into a hoop.  Tape the ends 

together.  How you have a big hoop and a small 
hoop.

- Tape the small hoop to one end of the straw.
- Tape the big hoop on the other end of the straw.  

Make sure the big hoop lines up with the small 
hoop.

Hold your Hoop Glider in the middle of the straw, 
with the small hoop in front.  Throw it gently like a 
spear.  It may take some practice to get the hang of 
it.  How far does your glider fly?
Pictures from the event on the last page of the 
newsletter.

All School Meeting November 27 
Fourth grade students Elias and Hallie were our 
meeting hosts.  After leading the school in the 
pledge and reciting of the Baldwin School Core 
Values, they introduced the students of Mrs. 
O'Leary's kindergarten class (right).  Felix's mom, 
Sonya is a bookbinder.  She came into the 

classroom and showed the students how to make 
books.  Each student talked about how they made 
the books and then shared them for all to see.

The students who work with Ms. Wingard each 
shared what they are thankful for.  
Keara is thankful for her mom and her friends.
Tynajah is thankful for her teachers and principals that 
care about her.
Ryan is thankful for recess and playing with his 
friends.
Jada is thankful for school and her friends, that is 
what makes her happy.
Caleb is thankful for Ms. Luba who helps him with his 
work and for Laurie, Bobby and Frankie who take 
care of all of us at mealtime.
DJ is thankful for his teachers because "without 
them, I would not be as smart as I am today."
Jerry is thankful for his mom because she gives him 
everything he needs.
Woodley is thankful for the teachers who help him 
everyday.
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Our Grade 5 chorus shared three songs sung in 
rounds under the direction of Ms. Ankuda.
Ms. Gibson-Mueller's first grade class closed the 
meeting with a poem about Thanksgiving.
The next all-school meeting is on December 17 at 
9:00 a.m.  

Math Problem of the Month for Families
  from Ben Geiger, Math Coach

Geometry is happening in many rooms at Baldwin 
right now.  First, second, and fourth grades have 
recently learned about shapes and their attributes.   
In my role as math coach, I get the opportunity to 
hear children at different ages consider and discuss 
some important and common mathematical issues.

In fourth grade, children debated the meaning of 
perpendicular.   They were looking at two lines that 
Ms. Berk had drawn on the Smartboard.   They lines 
did not intersect in her drawing but they had arrows 
at each ends—a symbol, the children knew, that 
meant the lines travelled an infinite distance.    Some 
said that because the lines did not form right angles 
in the drawing, they were not perpendicular. Others 
disagreed.  They said that because the lines would 
eventually meet, since they were infinite, they had to 
be perpendicular.   All eventually agreed that the lines 
were perpendicular.   In this debate children were 
experiencing the work of mathematicians—
constructing an argument and critiquing the thinking 
of others.   They were also learning how 
mathematicians use precise language and logical 
thinking to make sense of shapes and space so that 
people can have a common understanding rather 
than opposing perceptions.

During a math workshop in second grade two 
children were working together to complete a poster 
that showed all the different ways to build a rectangle 
with 18 square tiles.   As they built, the issue of 
congruence came up.   Is a 2x9 rectangle the same 
as a 9x2 rectangle?  In second grade words, is a 
rectangle built the “9 way” (9 across by 2 down) the 
same as a rectangle built “the 2 way” (2 across and 9 
down).  The partners could not agree.   One showed 
that each rectangle could be turned and then placed 
perfectly on top of the other.   They both then agreed 
that after turning one of the rectangles they were the 
same but one student kept insisting that the “turning” 
made the rectangle different and therefore they were 
not the same rectangle.

This weeks’ problem of the month, “Between the 
Lines,” gives you and your Baldwin student a chance 
to explore some geometry and measurement puzzles.  

See what mathematical issues come up?   As a 
parent, you don’t have to win the argument.  Your 
child will most likely learn more about being a 
mathematician by engaging in a debate then by being 
shown the right way.   

“Between the Lines” is attached to emailed Broadside 
or you can ask your child to pick one up from the 
front desk.

News from Physical Education 
Mr. Gladu reports that the students are all working on 
hand-eye coordination activities.
Kindergarten and first grade students are learning 
underhand throwing using all kinds of objects.
Second grade students are working on underhand 
and overhand throwing with tennis balls.
Third grade is working on overhand throwing with 
precision and are starting to juggle with 2 scarves, 
working up to 3 scarves.
Fourth and fifth grade students are working on 
juggling.  Fourth grade is doing 3 scarf pattern 
precision juggling including the elevator pattern.  
Fifth grade is doing 3 scarf juggling including waterfall 
and elevator patterns.  Juggling requires timing, 
hand-eye coordination, throwing and catching skills.  
It helps to promote concentration and perseverance.

Thank you to the Arts Committee 
parents who ran the wreath sale!  The 
decorated wreaths sold very quickly.  
Thank you to Sharon, Silvia, Andrew, 
Susan A., Amanda, Shona, Kitty, Ruth, 
Linda, Diana, Tracy and Chris!  

Book Fair!
December 16 - 19
Best Book Fairs is coming to Baldwin!
Choose from hundreds of the best children's books.
Picture books, beginning readers, early chapter 
books, upper elementary, art, science, sports and 
more!
8:30 - 4:00 in the Library
The profits from the book fair help our library to buy 
new, high interest books that encourage students to 
read and meet their potential.

Pizza and Movie Night!
A Baldwin Summer Camp Scholarship Fundraiser
Friday, January 10, 2014, 5:30 p.m
Come to the lower level of the school and see your 
choice of movies: Despicable Me 2 or Holes. Bring 
your sleeping bag or something comfy to lay on. 
Pizza, popcorn and treats are 
available for sale. Entrance to 
the movie $1, pizza slices $1.  
Proceeds go to the Baldwin 
Summer Camp Scholarship 
fund.  
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What is the Baldwin Summer Camp Scholarship 
Fund?
It is a fund supported by teachers and parents of the 
Baldwin School to enable children who would not 
otherwise be able to go to summer camp. Started in 
2009, 15 Baldwin students were able to go to sum-
mer camp.  Each year, with the help of our kind 
community, more students have been able to attend 
summer camp.  
- 2010:  20 students 
- 2011:  25 students
- 2012:  25 students
- 2013:  30 students
To get involved with the Summer Camp Scholarship 
group, please email Susan at stiersch@cpsd.us.  If 
you don’t have time to help at the event, baking 
goods for the bake sale is a way to get involved.  
Bring your friends and family to the movie for an 
evening of fun.

ATTENTION PARENTS ...

Do you have a child that will be ready for 
Kindergarten for the 2014-2015 school year? 
Any child who will be four years old on or before 
March 31, 2014 is eligible to enter kindergarten in 
September 2014. Please contact Susan and she will 
make sure you receive the Kindergarten registration 
packet. 617-349-4377 or stiersch@cpsd.us.

Cold & Snowy Weather
The cold weather is here.  All students should be 
dressed appropriately for the weather.  Students are 
expected to participate in outside recess.  Please 
label your child's clothing.  If misplaced, we will be 
able to get it back to you.   If your child is in need of 
winter outerwear, please contact Susan or Ellen.
Recess guidelines: 
Below 10 degrees: Indoor Recess
Below 15 degrees: Shortened recess
Below 32 degrees: Coat, long pants, gloves and hats 
as appropriate

Reliable Babysitter Available
My name is Dinah Tsegaye. I used to be a student at 
Baldwin, and am now a senior at the high school, 
Cambridge Rindge and Latin.  I'm available after 2:30 
in the afternoons during the week, and free during the 
weekends. Please email dinahtsegaye@yahoo.com or 
contact Susan for her cell phone number. 

School Closing Information
There are several ways to earn about weather-related 
and emergency school closings:
Call the 24-hour Link Line at 617.349.6513. 
Visit the CPS School and District Websites. 
Watch major television and radio stations for closing 
announcements. 

COMING UP AT BALDWIN  ...

  December 16 - 19 
  Book Fair

January 10
Movie Night

January 16
Principal Coffee - 8:40 a.m.
Grade 1 & 2 Winter Music Concert - 9:00 a.m.

January 27 - 29
Morning Showcases
 ** Schedule by grade to be determined 

January 30
Baldwin School Museum Night

You have received a letter from the Friends of Baldwin 
via backpack.  Last year, the Friends of Baldwin 
funded the school-wide project, Box City.  For this 
year’s all school project, the Friends of Baldwin will 
fund Museum Night in January.   In 2014, the Friends 
of Baldwin hopes to fund special programs from 
outside the school. These enrichments, selected by 
classroom teachers, are intended to further students’ 
understanding of a particular topic and can be a 
special speaker or a performance in the interests of 
helping to clarify an idea. In addition to funding such 
events, the Friends of Baldwin also provides each 
teacher and specialist with a grant for the purchase of 
learning tools such as new books, audio stations, 
computer programs and specialized curriculums.  
These grants help our teachers tap into each child’s 
potential.

Here is what you can do to help the Friends of 
Baldwin and your school:
…Say yes the next time a call for volunteers goes out. 
…Consider joining the board and helping to shape 
future enrichment events. 
…Make a tax-deductible donation in any amount to 
keep the current programs on track. 

Take pride in knowing you have helped keep our 
Baldwin community active, engaged and always 
learning!

Wishing you Joyful Holidays and a Peaceful New 
Year.
Friends of Baldwin Board of Directors
Trish Marti, President
Emily Ehrenfeld, Vice President
Silvia Rimolo, Treasurer
Melinda Gray, Clerk
Courtney Wilson, Assistant Clerk
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BALDWIN CALENDAR
December 16, Monday - ! Book Fair in the Library
  December 19, Thursday
December 17, Tuesday! Hat Day
December 17, Tuesday! All-School Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
December 23, Monday - ! NO SCHOOL - Winter Break
  January 1, Wednesday
January 3, Friday! ! Friends of Baldwin School Meeting
! ! ! 9:00 a.m.
January 8, Wednesday! School Council Meeting
! ! ! 6:00 p.m.
January 10, Friday!! Pizza & Movie Night
! ! ! Summer Camp Scholarship 
! ! ! Fundraiser
January 16, Thursday! Principal Coffee
! ! ! 8:40 a.m.
January 16, Thursday! Grade 1 & 2 Music Concert
! ! ! 9:00 a.m.
January 17, Friday ! All-School Meeting, 2:15 p.m.
January 20, Monday! NO SCHOOL - Dr. Martin Luther
! ! !  King Jr. Holiday
January 30, Thursday! Museum Night, 6:00 p.m.
February 7, Friday!! Friends of Baldwin Meeting
! ! ! 9:00 a.m.
February 11, Tuesday! All-School Meeting, 2:15 p.m.
February 28, Friday! Movie Night
! ! ! Summer Camp Scholarship 
! ! ! Fundraiser
March 13, Thursday!Math Carnival
April 10, Thursday!! Poetry Night

IN THE DISTRICT

Baby U
Attention parents in North and West Cambridge.
Are you the mother or father of a child 3 years old or 
younger?  Then Baby U is for you!
Parenting is hard work.  Baby U holds weekly 
workshops that offer support and information on 
parenting on Saturday mornings beginning in 
February.  Takes place at the Peabody School, 70 
Rindge Avenue from 9:30 a.m. - noon.  For more 
information call 617-947-5044 or email 
babyu@cambridgema.gov
Baby U is funded by the City of Cambridge.

Parent Workshop - Best Practices in Advanced 
Learning
Wednesday, December 18
6:30 p.m.
Area IV Youth Center, 243 Harvard Street
Please join Paula Feynman, CPS Academic Challenge 
and Enrichment Manager and other K-8 parents to 
learn how CPS plans to incorporate best practices in 
advanced learning to offer improved opportunities for 
all of our students.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CHILD

Shoot Straight Basketball
The Cambridge Recreation Department and Shoot 
Straight will offer their annual instructional basketball 
program for boys and girls, grades 3-6.  The goal of 
this program is to teach boys and girls basketball, 
skill, team play and sportsmanship.  
This 10 week program begins on Saturday, January 4.
Cost:  $35 for the 10 week program
Location:  Cambridge Rindge and Latin Gymnasium
Session I - Grade 3 & 4 boys and girls, 9:00 a.m. - 
10:30 a.m.
Session II - Grades 5 & 6 boys and girls, 10:30 a.m. - 
12:00 noon
Questions call Cambridge Recreation at 
617-349-6228.

OPPORTUNITY FOR ADULTS

Cambridge Community Free Yoga
Free for all residents of Cambridge, weekly 60 minute 
classes.
Every Friday at 6:30 p.m.
Sheila Russell Youth & Community Center
680 Huron Avenue (across from the Golf Course)
Class dates:  December 13 & 20.
	 	  January 10 & 24 
	 	  February 7, 14, 21 & 28
Classes are slower moving vinyasa style (linking 
breath and movement) with a focus on alignment.  
Please bring a small towel, water and mat (if you have 
one).  If you have any questions, please contact 
Jennifer Miles 617-501-4402.

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Jose Mateo's Nutcracker in Cambridge
Sunday, December 15, at 2:00.
See fellow Baldwin students Madeline Nohrnberg and 
Maya Rosen!  They will play mice in the cast on 
The Sanctuary Theatre, 400 Harvard Street

Family Design Day with Learning by Design: Gin-
gerbread
Saturday, December 14 
10:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
BSA Space, 290 Congress Street, Boston
Price: $10
Learning By Design in Massachusetts and the 
Community Design Resource Center of Boston are 
teaming up to offer Gingerbread House Design at 
BSA Space. First tour the Gingerbread Houses 
designed by area design firms and then create our 
own houses using edible materials. 
Family Design Days encourage children and adults to 
observe, explore, and design together. This 2 hour 
hands-on workshop is designed for children ages 5 – 
13 years old, accompanied by an adult – a
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maximum ratio of 3 children per 1 adult will be 
required. Admission is $10/person (child and adult); 
registration strongly recommended. 
http://www.architects.org/programs-and-events/
learning-design

Community Day at Harvard - Basketball
Saturday, December 21 
Women's Basketball vs. Hofstra & Men's Basketball 
vs. Vermont
Lavietes Pavilion, 65 North Harvard St., Boston
1:00 p.m. & 4:00 p.m.
Two community basketball games in one day! The 
Harvard Women’s Basketball team takes on Hofstra 
University at 1;00 p.m. followed by Harvard Men’s 
Basketball team against Vermont at 4:00 p. m. 
Residents of Cambridge receive free admission to 
bothgames with valid proof of residence. 
For more information, call 617-495-3454. 

Cambridge’s fourth annual Many Helping Hands 
MLK Day of Service
January 20, 2014
806 Massachusetts Avenue, Central Square.
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.
In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr., volunteers of all 
ages are joining together for an afternoon of service 
to Cambridge residents in need. Come lend your 
hands and make a difference. Help make scarves and 
blankets for homeless men, women and children, 
Valentine cards for shut-in elders, bookmarks for 
students in adult literacy programs, emergency room 
activity kits for children waiting in hospital emergency 
rooms, and collecting and sorting cans of food, winter 
clothing, toiletries and children’s books, and much 
much more. Free! Children and families encouraged 
to attend. 
Register to help at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/
many-helping-hands-4th-annual-cambridge-mlk-day-
of-service-2014-tickets-8748415747?aff=eorg

STEM Fair Pictures

Cup 
Towers

Flinker:

Paper Bridges:
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Paper Bridge:

Boats Afloat:

Tongue Depressor Harmonicas:

Glider:

Motion Picture:
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